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What is Retinal Detachment?
When a person has a detached retina, it means the retina has separated from the back of the eye. Without treatment, retinal detachment may worsen until the retina is completely detached and unable to send information down the optic nerve to the brain. This results in blindness
Who is at risk?
Some people are more likely than others to experience retinal detachment. Risk factors include: 
· Family history of the condition 
· Short-sightedness 
· Prior eye surgery, such as cataract surgery 
· Eye injury 
· Advancing age 
· Prior retinal detachment in the other eye.

What are the symptoms?
The symptoms of retinal detachment include: 
· Floaters 
· Blurry vision 
· Bright lights or sparks, particularly in the periphery of the visual field 

· Areas of darkness, shadow or shade in the visual field 
· Loss of vision.
Treatment options for retinal detachment
Treatment options to reattach the retina may include: 
· Pneumatic retinopexy - a small gas bubble is injected into the vitreous to press the retina against its underlying tissue. Laser surgery or cryopexy will also be needed to seal the tears. Pneumatic retinopexy is usually reserved for simple cases of retinal detachment. 
· Scleral buckle - a tiny buckle or belt presses against the front of the eye and pushes the retina against its underlying tissue. The excess fluid needs to be drained off and any tears sealed with laser surgery or cryopexy. 
· Vitrectomy - the vitreous is removed and a gas bubble injected. The bubble presses the retina against its underlying tissue and the body gradually absorbs the bubble. Vitrectomy is used in complicated cases of retinal detachment, or when there is a lot of blood clouding the vitreous humour. The procedure may be followed by a scleral buckle.

Our Mission at Eyes for Life Canberra
To maximise the personal resources and ability of people in the ACT whose lives are affected by blindness or low vision, by responding to their needs through care, communication and support.

Need assistance: 
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Contact Eyes for Life Canberra on 02 6176 3470
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 Visit Eyes for Life Canberra at The Griﬃn Centre: 
20 Genge Street, Canberra ACT 2601
image3.png
')




image4.png




image1.png
for life

Canberra




image2.png
Clear Vision Vision with Retinal Detachment / Refinal Tear:





