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Information about Keratoconus
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Normal Vision				Vision with Keratoconus

What is Keratoconus?
Keratoconus is an eye condition that causes the clear front surface of the eye, known as the cornea, to thin and bulge forward.
The bulging cornea affects the way light hits the retina at the back of the eye, causing distorted vision.


What are the symptoms?
Keratoconus usually occurs during adolescence, or shortly after, and in most cases will stabilise by the age of 35.
Symptoms being slowly and can be hard to detect.  They include the following:
· Distorted or blurred vision.
· Glare or light sensitivity.


Who is at risk?

Some evidence suggests that Keratoconus is a genetic condition and can be passed to a child if both parents carry the recessive gene. However, the majority of cases show no definite pattern.

Can it be treated?
As Keratoconus is a genetic condition, it cannot be treated with drugs, although glasses and contact lenses can help.  As the condition progresses, eye care professionals may recommend rigid contact lenses to alleviate further changes to the shape of the cornea.  Corneal inserts, a relatively new treatment, may be advised.  In other cases, a corneal graft may be recommended.


Our Mission at Eyes for Life Canberra
To maximise the personal resources and ability of people in the ACT whose lives are affected by blindness or low vision, by responding to their needs through care, communication and support.

Need assistance: 
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Contact Eyes for Life Canberra on 02 6176 3470
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 Visit Eyes for Life Canberra at The Griﬃn Centre: 
20 Genge Street, Canberra ACT 2601
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